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Context and highlights
In 2020, Flagstaff Hill Primary School finished the year with 623 students, the same number as the previous year. We 
had a small unexpected number of students leaving, due to moving interstate, which could be attributed to a result of the 
Covid pandemic. We have continued to prioritise local enrolments. We started the year with a cohort of 75 Reception 
students, which were split into 3 straight Reception classes. We also received 6 mid-year enrolments across the R-7 
cohort. This was significantly less than last year due to the focus on local enrolments. There were 25 single year level 
classes. Specialist subjects included PE, Japanese and Arts and Visual Arts.

In 2020, we had a diverse student body, with:
• 5 Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) students
• 25 English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD students) (9 of whom receive funding support)
• 42 Students verified through IESP catergories 1 to 9, 2 students still verified Cat A on the prior system.
• 78 Eligible students (57 Families) on school card. 

Through our vision of ‘Learning integrity, respect and care’, we have maintained our strong focus on high academic 
achievement, in line with recommendations from our External Review in 2018. We continue to support improvement in 
teaching pedagogy, supported by the implementation of a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (GVC) in Literacy and 
Maths. We also continue to invest significantly in student support, through increased SSO classroom support across year 
levels. This focus has enabled us to maintain, and improve, our student academic achievements across Literacy and 
Numeracy. Underpinning this, has been an emphasis on student wellbeing, to ensure our students are best placed to 
learn as effectively as they can.

During 2020, opportunities have been affected by the COVID restrictions. However our student body have still had the 
opportunity to take part in a range of additional activities:
• Out of School Hours Sports Competitions and SAPSASA
• Sports Leadership program
• Instrumental Music – we had an increase in the number of students studying Instrumental Music. 37 students are 
studying with a range of private providers and 10 students with Department I.M strings. 
• Choir - 42 students learnt the songs, the Festival of music produced a movie and we went to the cinema with other 
schools to sing along to it. We also had 2 students who were part of the dance troupe and feature in the movie. 
• Student Voice Executive 
• Resource Centre activities – book week including author visits, scavenger hunt, competitions and parade
• Excursions and incursions
• Premier's Reading Challenge – 523 participants
• Premier’s Be Active Challenge

Governing council report
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The 2020 Governing Council Committee consisted of 13 Parent Reps & the Principal.

2020 was an incredibly difficult year with Covid-19 affecting the School year from midway through Term 1.

PARENTS & FRIENDS:
• An amazing effort by the P & F Committee to come up with ‘Covid Free’ Fundraising ideas after many of the planned 
fundraisers had to be cancelled.
• Fundraisers included: Bunnings BBQ, Easter Raffle, Entertainment Books, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day & Sports Day 
Stalls, Wine Drive, Moonjar & Kytons Fundraisers plus the Second-Hand Uniform shop.  
• Total funds of just over $11,000 were raised!
• Funds were put towards: Kiss & Drop Signs, Improvements to Second Hand Uniform Shop/Storage Room, 3 x foldable 
Tables, Classrooms Hand Sanitizer, Yr 7 Graduation Bears & a 3 tap Drinking Fountains.

OSHC:
• Healthy numbers attending both OSHC & Vacation Care with numbers continuing to remain consistent.
• The year to date result is in surplus & as such ongoing operation remains very much viable.
• Thanks to Cathy & all her team for continuing to run such a brilliant OSHC programme & for adapting so well to the 
many Covid requirements.

CANTEEN:
• The Canteen continues to perform extremely well & as a result of Richard receiving Job Keeper & our School remaining 
open with good numbers it again ends the year in surplus.
• A big thanks to Richard Roberts & the Canteen Committee/Volunteers for the Canteen having yet another successful 
year!

AFTER-HOURS SPORTS:
• A huge credit goes to our AH Sports Coordinator, Leeanne Hackett, for her brilliant organisation, considering the many 
new Covid regulations that had to be implemented.
• We were able to still have the following Sports represented: Basketball (8 teams), Netball (8 teams), Football (2 teams), 
Soccer (4 teams), Cricket (3 teams). Pedal Prix was cancelled for 2020 due to Covid.
• Thank you also, to our After-Hours Sports Volunteers who helped out with our many Teams in quite trying times.

FINANCE:
• The school remained in a financially viable position and met DECD requirements in having a minimum 5% surplus of its 
resource entitlement.

A huge thank you to all our dedicated Committee Members for their tolerance of our many Zoom Meetings & still playing 
a big part in helping to make our School the best it can be!  
Thank you also to our retiring members with special mention of our long serving Secretary, Leanne Bishop!
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Our Site Improvement Plan in 2020 had 2 key goals:

Goal 1: To increase the number of students achieving in Naplan higher bands in Numeracy. 

Target: For 16 of Y5 students and 11 of Y7 students (2020) to achieve in the high bands for Naplan numeracy.

We have continued a strong focus on building capacity in numeracy, particularly in the Y3-Y5 classes. Maths extension 
has been run in classrooms, to both support teacher pedagogy as well as target more students. In addition, there has 
been a focus on the four maths operations and strategies used, to identify students who may need targeted intervention 
in these areas. This has been run by an SSO, supported by the Assistant Principal.

Results: With Naplan cancelled, results were not available to measure against. However, students undertook the PAT M 
online test in term 3. 47 Y5 students (55%) and 68 Y7 students (88%) achieved in the higher bands in numeracy.

Areas to focus on: To continue to build numeracy capacity in students and teachers R- Y7. To continue to build 
confidence in numeracy across all parties: students, teachers and parents.

Goal 2: To increase the number of students achieving in Naplan higher bands in Writing.

Target: For 32 of Y5 students and 20 of Y7 students (2020) to achieve in the higher bands for Naplan writing. 

The school has continued a strong focus on writing, building upon the successes of the previous 2 years. All new staff 
were trained in 7 Steps to Writing, and a Literacy Co-ordinator was employed to mentor, coach and support staff in 
improving their pedagogy. She also modelled lessons in classes. Teachers continued to apply the principles through 
different genres and explicit teaching of the writing cycle.

Results: With Naplan cancelled, results were not available to measure against.  Whilst we don’t have summative results, 
students’ work evidences improvements in writing achievement. 

Areas to focus on: To continue to build capability in writing, with a focus on lifting achievement in the Y3 - Y5 cohort for 
writing.

In 2021, the School Site Improvement Plan will finish the 3 year improvement cycle focusing on maths and writing 
improvement. We will continue to embed the pedagogical improvements to ensure we maintain our successes in these 
areas.

Quality improvement planning

In 2020 we had 5 ATSI students.

We focussed on 2 aspects from the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource:
Tracking and monitoring growth and achievement
Promoting continuity of learning

With 3 students in Y7, and 2 of those with identified learning needs, we worked with the Partnership ACEO to focus on 
transition into High School. 
For the 2 students with additional needs, we have co-ordinated with the nominated High Schools to implement extended 
transition visits.

All students were issued with One Plans, with SMARTAR goals focussed on the their particular. These were reviewed on 
a termly basis by class teachers and parents.

Despite NAPLAN being cancelled in 2020, we monitored learning achievement for each of these students through PAT 
data results against the Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA)

Our Y5 student achieved above SEA in Reading and significantly above SEA in Maths.
Our Y6 student achieve significantly above SEA in both Reading and Maths.
Our Y7 student (not with additional learning needs) achieved above SEA in Reading and significantly above SEA in 
Maths.
One of our Y7 students with additional learning needs, achieved at SEA for both Reading and Maths.
One of our Y7 students with additional needs achieved at year level for Reading and Y5 for Maths.

Improvement: Aboriginal learners
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2017 to 2020 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 21% 29% 25%

Middle progress group 53% 51% 50%

Lower progress group 26% 20% 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 18% 27% 25%

Middle progress group 59% 52% 50%

Lower progress group 23% 21% 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2019 74 74 38 32 51% 43%

Year 3 2017-2019 Average 74.7 74.7 40.3 31.7 54% 42%

Year 5 2019 81 81 31 17 38% 21%

Year 5 2017-2019 Average 71.7 71.7 30.7 20.7 43% 29%

Year 7 2019 62 62 22 24 35% 39%

Year 7 2017-2019 Average 55.7 55.7 20.0 18.3 36% 33%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated 
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2020.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
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Flagstaff Hill Primary School continues to maintain strong academic achievement of students in Literacy and Maths.

2020 Naplan was cancelled.

The 2020 PAT online tests in Reading Comprehension and Maths supported our strong academic achievement with the 
following results against DfE Standard of Education (SEA) benchmarks:

• Year 2 96% of students met Reading and 92% met Maths
• Year 3 94% of students met Reading and 95% met Maths
• Year 4 91% of students met Reading and 99% met Maths
• Year 5 93% of students met Reading and 93% met Maths
• Year 6 86% of students met Reading and 89% met Maths
• Year 7 97% of students met Reading and 95% met Maths
• Overall 93% of students met Reading and 94% met Maths

It is encouraging to see an increase in achievement in the Y4 and Y5 maths which has been a focus for the school.

The 2020 PAT scores also demonstrate the number of students achieving significantly above DfE SEA benchmarks:
• Year 2 52% high achievement in Reading and 22% in Maths
• Year 3 50% high achievement in Reading and 37% in Maths
• Year 4 43% high achievement in Reading and 32% in Maths
• Year 5 36% high achievement in Reading and 30% in Maths
• Year 6 22% high achievement in Reading and 20% in Maths
• Year 7 45% high achievement in Reading and 41% in Maths
• Overall 41% high achievement in Reading and 31% in Maths

Whilst running records were not being 'officially' collected, given the COVID interruptions, we have still continued to 
monitor achievement.

In Y1 the Term 2 target is Level 13. We had 97% of students achieving this.
In Y2 the Term 2 target is Level 21. We had 83% of students achieving this.

School performance comment

2020 Annual Report to the 
Community7 |  Flagstaff Hill Primary School



In 2020 we continued with our whole school agreement on 'above and below the line' behaviour which 
follows a restorative justice philosophy. The leadership team supported teaching staff with any bottom of the 
line behaviours, and monitored students displaying low level behaviours in the weekly senior staff meeting. 
Meetings were held with parents and/or the Department for Education behaviour coach, and plans were put 
in place to help support the improvement of behaviour, where necessary.  A wellbeing focussed 'Room of 
Requirement' was maintained this year to support students managing a range of behaviours. We maintained 
our PCW/Wellbeing SSO full time as well as introducing a Co-ordinator role in Student support and inclusion. 
In 2020 eligible students also took part in the wellbeing and engagement survey.

Behaviour support comment

Year level 2017 2018 2019 2020

Reception 94.0% 93.7% 94.0% 92.4%

Year 1 92.9% 94.2% 93.2% 93.8%

Year 2 94.2% 92.1% 93.9% 93.6%

Year 3 94.2% 94.8% 93.0% 93.5%

Year 4 94.0% 94.6% 94.2% 93.4%

Year 5 93.1% 93.2% 94.0% 92.8%

Year 6 94.2% 93.8% 92.6% 94.7%

Year 7 93.4% 94.2% 93.4% 92.7%

Primary Other N/A N/A 72.7% N/A

Total 93.8% 93.8% 93.6% 93.4%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
In 2020, average attendance was maintained at 93%, despite the interruptions of the COIVD pandemic. We 
continued to focus on families at risk through our Wellbeing Committee, Wellbeing SSO and Pastoral Care 
Worker. Families of students with poor attendance were contacted and offered support.  In addition we 
continued to implement programs and support to develop engagement and resilience. 

A number of absences are for family holidays. We use an SMS system to chase up reasons for absence.
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Relevant history screening
Flagstaff Hill Primary School meets the DfE requirements for relevant staff, volunteers and third party 
providers to have relevant history screening. We have a thorough process for volunteers at the school to 
ensure that screening is undertaken. This information is recorded in EDSAS and contained within a 
spreadsheet which is monitored by the school on an annual basis. The Human Resource System (HRS) also 
maintains information on SSOs and teaching staff. The relief ruler system operated by the school for TRT 
teachers, also records relevant history screening.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2020.

Leave Reason Number %
Employment 0 NA
Interstate/Overseas 6 6.5%
Other 0 NA
Seeking Employment 0 NA
Tertiary/TAFE/Training 0 NA
Transfer to Non-Govt School 8 8.6%
Transfer to SA Govt School 79 84.9%
Unknown 0 NA
Unknown (TG - Not Found) 0 NA

Client opinion summary
In 2020 we have gathered opinion data from a range of clients:

Staff - We regularly send out email surveys to gather responses on issues directly affecting staff eg focus of 
complexity funding, site improvement review, organisational changes. We also have a suggestion box in the 
staff room for staff to put forward any ideas for improvement. In 2020, 85% of staff completed the Department 
Perspective survey – with 83% employee engagement and 79% on how employees perceive our climate.

Students - we have a Student Voice Executive (SVE) made up of members from Years 5-7, who meet weekly. 
They have provided FHPS students with opportunities to express their ideas and concerns and put solutions 
into action through a suggestion box in the Resource Centre and class meetings. , eg they introduced a 
whole school composting scheme, are working with the canteen to phase out plastic straws and cutlery and 
have supported the implementation of soft plastics recycling.  SVE continued the lunch time sports sheds, as 
well as adding in cooking and lego competitions  Many events were organised with support of SVE such as 
fundraisers for various causes (one per term) raising $800, promotion of events (disco and canteen specials), 
as well as many school assemblies.  The students have also enhanced community involvement at various 
levels including: ANZAC vigil and Remembrance Day representation; greeting/welcoming visitors to assembly 
from local foundations and providing support to the canteen. Some of our students also had the opportunity 
to attend leadership training run by GRIP, and returned to teach other students in their class the skills they'd 
developed.

We also regularly conduct bullying surveys with students, to ensure we are operating a safe school 
environment, and we follow up any concerns raised in the survey. 

Parents - we collect annual feedback from parents on the transition experience for our new Reception 
students. We also put out surveys to get parent feedback on proposed changes to the school eg BYOD 
implementation. Through the use of class and school blogs, and school Facebook page, we regularly listen to 
parent feedback and take action as required. In 2020 parents have also had the opportunity to complete the 
Department for Education parent survey. The results of this survey were very positive, however, all aspects 
will be analysed and an action plan implemented.
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 58
Post Graduate Qualifications 31

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 36.0 0.0 22.4
Persons 0 40 0 31

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $6,277,746
Grants: Commonwealth $5,926
Parent Contributions $289,614
Fund Raising $24,729
Other $146,495

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2020 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Funding used to increase SSO wellbeing/PCW role to full time. In addition, Co-ordinator in 
Student Support and Inclusion employed to provide further support to students.

Improved student attendance, and 
access to support at school.                   

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

Funding used to release class teachers to work directly with identified students. Support 
targeted to areas of need identified through language and literacy level assessment.

Student improvement individually 
against identified language and literacy 
need.

Inclusive Education Support Program IESP funding employed a large number of SSOs to work directly with students on One Plan 
goals. The IESP grant also enabled students who weren't eligible for other support, to be 
supported through group intervention.

Students achieving SMARTAR goals and 
improving achievement.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

ACEO funding supported a full time role across the Partnership. Focus on SMARTAR goals 
and improved outcomes for all Aboriginal students.  Embracing Aboriginal Culture Week 
to build all student understanding.
Early years support funding enabled greater SSO support in Junior Primary as well as 
single year level classes. Targeted SSO support in Phonological awareness and Maths. 
Literacy and Numeracy across all areas through Action teams, and focused support 
improving pedagogy

Student engagement improved. 
Students achieving SMARTAR goals in 
One Plans. Majority of students 
achieving SEA learning outcomes.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Funding used to support Learning Design and Moderation (LDAM) work across 
partnership. Middle School focus on improving teacher pedagogy in maths through 
Thinking Maths program and Masterclass.

Improved teacher pedagogy and 
collaboration to improve outcomes.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

Not applicable. Not applicable.

Better schools funding Funding used to support maths and writing through targeted coaching and lesson 
modelling. Teachers improved pedagogical knowledge and understanding. Student 
intervention provided.

PAT M results show improvement in 
achievement across the school.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

Not applicable. Not applicable.

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.



Improved outcomes for gifted students Funding used to support teachers to provide extension lessons in Literacy and Numeracy 
for gifted student.

Maintained student engagement and 
learning targeted and stretched.


